
A YOUTH PERSPECTIVE ON CONFLICT

Most of us regulars at Faringdon Peace Group meetings were young when we started 
campaigning for peace, we then had children who we took on marches with us, now they 
have left home, we have retired and rarely hear young people’s points of view. We were 
therefore delighted to welcome 6 students from the Burnet News Club at Faringdon 
Community College to our March meeting to give us their perspectives on conflict. As 
the chair commented, the world belongs to young people such as these now, not us.

The award-winning Burnet News Club, which has been going for two and a half years, 
now has 22 members and meets weekly after school to discuss current affairs and other 
issues in the news. They have been to Buckingham Palace twice and hope to go again this 
year!

It was interesting that none of the students had chosen war as their form of conflict -
instead, 5 of the 6 chose climate change, reflecting the seriousness and urgency of the 
threat they see it poses to them as young people. Maisie pointed out that in 12 years time, 
when it will be too late to stop runaway climate change, she will be 24 and facing the 
consequences if we do not take action now. All the students showed an impressive 
knowledge and understanding of the causes of climate change, its effects on people and 
the planet and ways to stop it or at least slow it down. 

Nina and Hannah intelligently argued the case for a carbon tax, reflecting the true cost of 
burning fossil fuels, while acknowledging the drawbacks of the system. They concluded 
that it should only be one of the solutions, and we all need to be greener in our own lives.
Maisie gave us some ideas – use cars less, switch off lights and recycle more - quoting 
Linda Newbury, ‘Don’t throw anything away – there is no away’. Scarlet and Elsa 
recognised that climate change, with rising temperatures and water shortages, could lead 
to armed conflict in places like Africa. They had made a beautiful poster illustrating 
climate change and read out a thought-provoking poem they had written.

Matilda spoke about self harm and social media as her chosen aspect of conflict. The 
battle in this case is between companies who benefit financially from social media sites 
and the children who are badly affected by what they see. She felt companies should have 
more effective parental controls and more rigorous monitoring of content on their sites. 
Parents should monitor their child’s social media activity and talk to them about what 
they are seeing and reading. This is important, Matilda observed, because teenagers are 
so glued to their phones that it becomes their reality and they don’t pay attention to the 
real world around them.

It was wonderful to hear the students’ well-informed and articulate presentations, but 
most of all very heartening to know that, like Greta Thunberg the young Swedish climate 
activist, they care passionately about their world. They will probably make a much better 
job of looking after it than we have done!

All are welcome to Faringdon Peace Group meetings on the first Wednesday of the 
month at 7.30 in the Friends Meeting House, Lechlad Road, Faringdon. 
The next meeting, on April 3rd, will also be of interest to young people, with Emma 
Sangster of ‘Forces Watch’ questioning whether the military should be involved in 
education. 


