
LATIN AMERICA – THE LEFT STRIKES BACK

Calvin Tucker, national campaigns manager for the Morning Star, came to speak to 
Faringdon Peace Group about the volatile situation in South America with particular 
reference to Venezuela. 

Calvin blames many of the problems in Latin America on the class system, with huge 
inequalities between rich and poor and with power in the hands of a small white elite. He 
was a great supporter of Hugo Chavez (president of Venezuela from 1999 – 2013) and 
his social reforms, which transformed the lives of the poorer classes. Unfortunately the 
country’s oil wealth was mismanaged and, when oil prices fell, the economy collapsed.
Thanks to the support of the poor, Chavez survived a coup in 2002 and remained in 
power until his death in 2013, when he was succeeded by Maduro and the economic 
crisis worsened. 

Calvin’s research and experience has led him to mistrust much of what we read in the 
mainstream media and hear from right-wing Latin American governments. He believes 
America is spending $millions in destabilising democracy in Venezuela. He was an 
observer at the 2018 elections, which he considered to be completely free and fair, with a 
fraud-proof voting system. But when Maduro won again, the opposition claimed it was 
rigged and Juan Guiado declared himself president. Although he hadn’t even been a 
candidate and was not in charge of the military, police, schools or hospitals, 50 countries 
rushed to recognise him as president.

When Obama came to power he promised but failed to begin a new chapter of 
engagement with Latin America. During his presidency American interference and 
destabilisation continued and has intensified under Donald Trump. Calvin regards Guiado 
as America’s puppet and a channel to access to Venezuela’s rich oil fields. Trump is 
keeping up the pressure. In a speech encouraging soldiers to abandon Maduro in Feb. 
2019 he warned, “We seek a peaceful transition of power, but all options are open.”

Despite threats to socialist regimes in the region and oppressive right-wing governments, 
Calvin believes there is cause for hope, which lies in the resistance of the people and their 
courage in standing up to the authorities. He also believes the United States cares about 
what its allies think and may temper its interference accordingly.


